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Whether she is teaching Spanish or talking with a student having a bad day, Orlando Lutheran Academy teacher Carol Kallina gets an assist from a four-legged, tail-wagging helper. Blondie is a Golden and Labrador Retriever mix from Canine Companions for Independence (CCI), a national nonprofit that provides highly trained service dogs. Fellow teacher and CCI volunteer puppy raiser Kathie Zastrow (a member of St. Luke’s Lutheran Church, Oviedo) inspired Kallina to complete CCI team training with Blondie after Kallina saw the difference CCI dogs make in the classroom. Now the lovable canine helps Kallina teach colors and prepositions to Spanish students. [Blondie wears a rojo (red) shirt and trots debajo (under) a desk.] In the summer, Blondie accompanies Kallina on visits to Lutheran Haven in Oviedo, playing fetch with delighted residents. Says this doggone dedicated teacher about her favorite furry aide: “She has a calming effect and makes people feel good.”

 Carol Kallina Orlando Lutheran Academy Teacher.  Pictured with Canine Companions for Independence Facility Dog Blondie.

The Witness can be viewed at: http://www.lcms.org

