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Skilled Companions, parmers

Increase independence.

People with disabilities often have trouble reaching
a light switch, picking up a pencil when dropped
or opening a door. Imagine having a dog that could

do all of that, and more.

Our Skilled Companion Dogs are trained to work
with an adult or child with a disability under the
guidance of a facilitator. A facilitator is typically a
caregiver, spouse, or parent who handles and cares
for the assistance dog and ensures the success of the

primary human-canine partnership.

The facilitator’s role is to
provide structure in order
to encourage a strong

bond between the

\ recipient and the Skilled

I: Companion Dog. They

N/ are also responsible for

the care and customized

training needs of the dog.

“lia’s just changed my life. It

makes me feel good to have a

partner. He's with me every day

and every night. He’s my best

friend. He’s with me for life.”

~Cole, 9 years old, and Skilled
Companion, Ilia

Enhance quality of life.

Bred to be calm, reliable
and loyal, a CCI Skilled
Companion reduces

the reliance on other
people to complete
simple daily tasks.

A CCI Skilled

Companion can also serve
as a social bridge to people
who are not used to relating with a person with

disabilities.

Not only does this kind of

assistance make their

physical lives easier, it
boosts confidence and

feelings of self-
sufficiency.

Skilled Companion Dogs and
follow-up services are free

of charge.

To receive a Skilled Companion:

® Choose a facilitator for the team.

® Contact the nearest CCI
regional training center
for an application
packet.

® Apply. This process
involves several steps
designed to ensure

success.

® Upon acceptance,
the participant and the facilitator must attend a
two-week Team Training class at the CCI Regional

Training Center.

® After the training session, CCI provides
on-going support and follow-up services.

“Now kids dont look at the
trach tube, but instead notice
» Cary and Melly as a pair”
~Maurice, Corey’s dad and facilitator

of Skilled Companion Melly



