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mSTIIDENT
Senior commits to trainWguide dog

I lexHabeebcombinedhis love
ll for aninals with bis comnitment

I \to community service when he
tackled his senior pmJect.

Ttre eeniorat Gray $tone Day School
wanted to do eomething creative and
c,hose to train a Seeing Eye guide dog,
but when he found out how much time
it would take he deetded to look lnto
eaininge sewice dog through Canine .

Companions for Independence.
Canine Companione is a nonprofit -

organization t}at provides trainod all
sirtance dogs to p€ople with disabili-
tier.

Ale'q 17, submitted an application
and was interviswed by phone and in
perron beforc being solect€dto traina
dog.

In June 2fiD, Aler began training
PguLa, g ghocolate Labrador retrlever,
taldng h to echool, sportngl evente
and maso at $acred Heart Catbolic
Church.

Paulr wac E weeks old when Alex
got her. He opent the past 18 monttu
training Paula with basic commandg.
Once she's ready, ghe will be returned
to Csxinecompaniona to complete
training and to be placed with aperson.

Each night before bed,Alex bnrsheE
Paule'e tedh and worb witb hpr paws
and erre F get bor used b humm
touch" Whcn ifs tius t0 gettlein for thc
nigbt, hG divcs bsra cmmsnd and ahe
gpes into a crate beside his bed for tho
night.

Paula wears a blue sash everywbsre
ghe goeg. It's emblazoned with the
name of the organlzation.

"Sheknowwhen she'g in husash
that it's time to urork," eaid Valeric
Habc$,Alex's mottrer.

Faula can't play ehare, climb m the

ftuniturt or eat food offtbs floor, but
ahe doer get to plsy wttbthoHabcobr'
dog,li@,whenev€rbor sosh is off.

llr
Alex saidtboone of the biggert

challenges hefaced while trghing has
bcen getting his family ud friads to
uge the ssme oomnando, to avoid con-
turinghula

"Sheneeds to hCIafthc crast srme
thing frm srrerybody rothat rhc
lnows exrctb rhatto do," hc mld.

Alot bar bocntralmd udry DVDI
and support fron local tnrlners.

Saligbury resident I.eigh Harlan is
currently training her ninth scrvicc
dog. $hc's b€no holptng Alof, through-
out the training prucest, providrng tips
on bow to handls hurdlsr that pop up
abngthe way.

'fire timee tbat I'vc worked with

I

hfin, l$b bccn rcatly rec€Etive to
holp," rh rald" "IIe's rcally Emd about
esHrg I hG'r ddng things thc rlght
way. I

"I thlnl bo is rn oxccptbnal pug
man, vonr politr and vcry inErcstsd ln

'commitment to the pmject.

Ttrmughout the raining
prucess, Paula lus traveled
with the familyto a variety
of places tbroughout the

county to adapt her to differ-
ent settings.

Vateric said that when
people meet Palf theV usu-

aIy sDarc tleir onm storiee
qfbeta wbohave toucbed
'their livea.*It seems like evcry- .'(4
rylrere we go people sbp to
tell ut abouthow much their
cat or dognerms to them,"
she said.

lte Habeeba arre accept-
ing ilonations tor Canine
Cgmpanions at the family's
business, Mr. Gatti's Pizza
st l22Avalonllrive.

'We will display the pha
to$ or iames of pets that
people want to honor with
!awr'in memory and

thanks for our lpts tbat
niake a difference in our
Iivesi Valerie sai0rrl

Valerie said tbi hard€st
nart of thecryerioace is
tooming. The famfly wiII
tmvel toFlorids next week
to rcffrnpsula to Canine
Companions.

Dogs trafuted through Ca-
nine Companions can be
placed with peoplb wbo have

lv 3rr; Gtrutrn
acclrnpbc/J0t,alisbumost.coat

&lng tt ridhtrnd epttiAi the f€Gdbrck
hsnsdr.t:- ;Hffi,il watcbing Paula jp,r ir rs-
wardlry. I

"Juct sccing her get better il grort,"
hG !Eld. "|fr good to rcc brv sbe rt
asts to dlffoftnt rifltdoni wc puth€r
inrnd rcainf brn dotlingr tbc risht
wry,"bchl4 lrl

uthr, tbach:rat Grry
,thchrr trrarloracdAlcr

lltc dccidrd to work wlth C*
nine Conpanions for Inde-
oendence his determination. 
ivas ienite4'she said. "It in'

; fected all hls work anil rela-
"dmchips in a most positive
.w8y.' "Atthe.gametirneamore
- serious Alex began to

emerge. His rnaturity
: ervolved and,he changed
lfiumh boy to a fine young
.1.man.'
I , Butler ssid Alefs com-
'nession and wlllingnees to
listen grew because of his
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physical dirabiliths and tu
dogr canbc placed in fscili-
tiee sucb ar rchnbilitatho
ccntsls, cotrvalescst bonss
anAepecial+ducation clas*
rcOms..I defiaitelyget sd reten
I tbink about not having

Faula aaymorc, but.I Inow
shllbehelpinggmebody,"
Alex eaid.

Csr$act Sor.ahCglnP.,full
st.7*-797-7ffi3. //

JON C. LAI(EVAALISBURY POST

Alex takes Paula iust about everlrrhere he goes to teach her
the basics of being a guide dog.
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