Raising exceptional dogs:
the journey of a hero.

ounded in 1975, Canine Companions for

Independence® (CCI), is a non-profit

organization that enhances the lives of
people with disabilities by providing highly
trained assistance dogs and ongoing support to
ensure quality partnerships.

Birth - 2 months - Labrador and Golden Retriever
puppies are born and cared for in the homes of
volunteer breeder caretakers.

2 - 18 months - Puppies are raised by volunteer
puppy raisers across the country.

18 - 24 months - Puppies receive 6-9 months of

professional training at Canine Companions.

Adult Dog - Assistance dogs provide increased
independence for people with disabilities.

Retirement - Retired dogs live the life of leisure

with loving and responsible caretakers.

ccl.org
info@cci.org

1-800-572-BARK (2275)

National Headquarters

& Northwest Regional Center

PO. Box 446

Santa Rosa, CA 95402-0446

(707) 577-1700 voICE (707) 5771756 TTY

Southwest Regional Center

P.O. Box 4568

Oceanside, CA 92052-4568

(760) go1-4300 VOICE (760) g01-4326 TTY

Colorado Satellite Office
1045-P Garden of the Gods Rd.
Colorado Springs, CO 8ogo7
(719) 260-6151 voICE

North Central Regional Center
4989 State Route 37 East
Delaware, OH 43015-9682

(740) 548-4447 VOICE/TTY

Chicago Satellite Office
PO. Box 41

Woodstock, IL 60098
(847) 816-7360 VOICE

Northeast Regional Center
P.O. Box 205

Farmingdale, NY 11735-0205
(631) 694-6938 voICE/TTY

Southeast Regional Center
P.O. Box 680388
Orlando, FL 32868-0388

(407) 522-3300 voICE

Canine Companions for Independence” is a 501(c)(3)

.. non-profit organization, and an accredited founding
- member of Assistance Dogs International (ADI), a
= coalition of organizations that train and place

assistance dogs worldwide.

Canine Companions
for Independence’

Exceptional Dogs for Exceptional People®
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FOR INDEPENDENCE®



Every assistance dog starts as a puppy that needs a
loving home. For people with extra space in their
hearts and homes, volunteer puppy raising is an
incredible way to help people with disabilities live

more independent lives.

Volunteer puppy raisers provide these specially-
bred puppies a safe home, take them to obedience

classes, serve up a healthy

diet, provide socialization
opportunities and give

lots of love.

Each hour spent caring
for a CCI puppy is
vital to its development
as a future assistance dog.
The puppy raising program

provides a unique opportunity
for volunteers to assist CCI with its very

important mission.
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The age of 2 to 18

months is an
essential period in

a dog’s development.

By introducing the
puppy to a variety of
people, places and
situations, puppy raisers help

to prepare CCI puppies for a lifetime of
great work.

Between the ages of 15 to 18 months, the puppy
travels to a Canine Companions training center, to

receive 6 to g months of professional

] -y instruction and master over 40
commands. The puppy then
enters Team Training to be
matched with
an adult or

child with a
disability.

® Provide a safe environment for a puppy
who will be the only dog under 1-year old
in the house.

® Work closely with CCI
monitoring the
puppy’s progress
and submit
monthly reports.

e Attend CCI

approved obedience

classes.
® Teach the puppy manners and basic commands.

® Provide financially for the puppy’s food, medical

and transportation expenses.
® Feed the puppy a diet recommended by CCL
® Provide a kennel or crate for sleeping indoors.

® Provide the puppy with age-appropriate
socialization opportunities such as public

outings and medical appointments.

® Keep the puppy on a leash at all times

unless in a securely fenced area.

® Supervise the young puppy throughout
the day.

® AgI'CC to return the puppy upon request.



