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August 8, 2008

Canine Companions for Independence

P.O. Box 680388

Orlando, FL 32868-0388

Contact: Patrice Shields 

Tel: 407/ 522-3305 

Fax: 407/522-3347

E-mail: pshields@cci.org
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

EIGHT GRADUATES RECEIVE CANINE COMPANIONS FOR INDEPENDENCE ASSISTANCE DOGS AT THE CULMINATION OF NATIONAL ASSISTANCE DOG WEEK

Ceremony Held in Orlando on August 16, 2008

Orlando, FL – Eight people will receive assistance dogs from Canine Companions for Independence at a graduation ceremony held at the culmination of National Assistance Dog Week on at Saturday, August 16, 2008 at 11:00 am. August 10-16 has been officially designated as National Assistance Dog Week to honor the more than 20,000 dogs that assist people with disabilities.  The public is welcome to attend the event held at the Radiant Life Assembly of God in Orlando, Florida.  The graduation ceremony is the celebratory conclusion of an intensive two-week Team Training course where students learn the skills and concepts necessary to be effective assistance dog handlers.  

Canine Companions for Independence is a nonprofit organization that enhances the lives of people with disabilities by providing highly trained assistance dogs and ongoing support to ensure quality partnerships.  Founded in 1975 in Santa Rosa, California, it is the oldest and largest assistance dog program in the United States.  We serve children and adults with a wide range of disabilities including brain injuries, spinal cord injuries, multiple sclerosis and cerebral palsy to name a few.  Our services are free to its recipients – including the specially bred and trained dog, training of the recipient, and regular follow-up services by Canine Companions for Independence professionals for the working life of the team.

The graduation ceremony will be held at the Radiant Life Assembly of God, 8151 Clarcona Ocoee Road, Orlando, FL 32818.  Following the ceremony will be a reception in the John K. Bastien Training Center at Canine Companions for Independence’s Southeast Regional Center, located directly across the street from the graduation ceremony.   

The public is welcome to attend.

Canine Companions for Independence is a non-profit organization that enhances the lives of people with disabilities by providing highly trained assistance dogs and ongoing support to ensure quality partnerships. The Southeast Region of Canine Companions for Independence serves the eight states of Florida, Georgia, Alabama, North Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee, Louisiana and Mississippi. 

###

For more information or to schedule an interview, contact Patrice Shields at 407/ 522-3305, pshields@cci.org or visit our website at www.caninecompanions.org.
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