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June 6, 2008

Canine Companions for Independence

P.O. Box 680388

Orlando, FL 32868-0388

Contact: Patrice Shields 

Tel: 407/ 522-3305 

Fax: 407/522-3347

E-mail: pshields@cci.org 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

The PAWcasso Art Exhibit

A Legacy of Canine/Human Partnerships

Orlando, FL-Art assists life at a private VIP reception held by Canine Companions for Independence on Thursday, August 7, 2008 at Rosen Shingle Creek in Orlando, Florida.  Luis Sottil, world-renowned artist and creator of “Naturalismo”, enjoys a special relationship with nature that he likes to share with the world through his art.  He has devoted his life to capturing the emotions of his subjects and the emotions that one feels when in their presence on canvas.  One of his projects is an artistic collaboration with Canine Companions for Independence graduate teams—canine/human assistance dog teams.  Together, they will create a combination of emotions in a limited edition collection titled, “The PAWcasso Exhibit: A Legacy of Canine/Human Partnerships.” 

The evening will include fine food, drinks and the opportunity to bid on a select group of luxury items at a private silent auction.

Canine Companions for Independence is a non-profit organization that enhances the lives of people with disabilities by providing highly trained assistance dogs and ongoing support to ensure quality partnerships. The Southeast Region of Canine Companions for Independence serves the eight states of Florida, Georgia, Alabama, North Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee, Louisiana and Mississippi.
The PAWcasso Art Exhibit originated as a unique event to augment Canine Companions for Independence’s annual Tales & Tails Gala. Octavio Gomez, Managing General Partner and Chief Operating Officer of Wyland Galleries of Florida, was looking for an occasion to showcase world-renowned artist, Luis Sottil, in Orlando.  Fonda Cerenzio, former Director of Government Affairs for SeaWorld Orlando and Past President of Canine Companions for Independence’s Southeast Regional Board of Directors, had an opportunity to meet Mr. Gomez and suggested displaying Mr. Sottil’s artwork at Canine Companion’s Tales & Tails Gala.  Mr. Sottil has had a long history of helping children with disabilities through his foundation.  Upon learning about the mission of Canine Companions for Independence he felt the desire to become involved and has since donated one of his paintings each year to help raise money for Canine Companions at the Tales & Tails Gala. 

##more##

As the relationship between Mr. Sottil and Canine Companions for Independence evolved, Mr. Sottil wanted to deepen his involvement.  In 2005, key volunteers were looking for an opportunity to augment the Tales & Tails Gala and discussed with Luis Sottil the possibility of an artistic collaboration.  Under Mr. Sottil’s guidance, The PAWcasso Art Exhibit was created.

 Three Canine Companions for Independence graduates and their assistance dogs make up the 2008 PAWcasso artistic teams. Under the guidance of Mr. Sottil, The teams will gather on August 7, 2008 at Rosen Shingle Creek to each create the centerpiece of an original 18 x18 inch painting, which Mr. Sottil will take back to his studio in Mexico to complete

The final completed work of art will be “unleashed” to guests when it is offered at the Live Auction on November 8, 2008, at the Tales & Tails Gala at SeaWorld Orlando’s Ports of Call. 

EVENT TIMELINE

August 7, 2008:
A Private VIP Reception at Rosen Shingle Creek
5:30-8:00 p.m.
will include a collaborative art session to 
Rosen Shingle Creek
include Luis Sottil and the PAWcasso 2008 artistic teams.
9939 Universal Blvd.


Orlando, FL 32819

For more information or to schedule an interview, contact Patrice Shields at 407/ 522-3305, pshields@cci.org or visit our website at www.caninecompanions.org.
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