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ancy Ilirumann startecl out

tentatively', just tcstiirg the

l\?tcrs aS a volunteer at

tlre Southcast llegion o{'Canine Com-

panions tbr Inclependencc. 'l'he gror4r,

rvhich trains clogs to lssist the disabled

lvith cl'ert'clav ttrsks, was tt'elcortling,

ancl Bauurann soorr tbund thc tempera-

ture to bc anrazinglY r'r'arm aud herself

immcrsetl in the cxperience.

i\t the tirle, Baumaun had uo idea

shc rvould hcctrttte sirclt I passionatc

arJr,ocate of a prograrm that has hclpeci

rnore thau 3,000 physic:rlll' disablccl

and hearing-ir.npaired pcople live nlore

inclcpendentll' and cornfbrtablli

The cxtmordinal-)' conrpilssiorl and

patieuce that Bitumann f'elt fbr the car.rse

l)uring her l?-vear association rvitlr

the organization, Baut-ttaun has servccl

as a dedicatcd ntember ol'its Southcast

Boartl of Directors, during rvhich she

has becn an o1ficer and metlber ol'the

organiz;rtion's executivc comtnittee. ltler

devotion and abilit,v to inspirc others

helped to c*apult her into her currcnt

position as president of the l'roard.

Baumtrun tapped into hcr rretltork oi

associates, and tl.re,v caught her cnthusi-

asm. A contact with Sca\\bild and An-

heuscr-Busch evohed into ir rclationship

thirt lecl to the creation and support of

the Orlando Camptts, rthere the puppics

cor.rtinue their speciol trair.ring. Phonc

calls to local corpolatc leaders antl

philanthropists furthered a\\ratellcs-\.
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tlrlg,s ?1"t14)' !"){ rri{711 s tsuf Nnn cy B Gu rn {} vrr,
ffi*kes tlzem ntdt??'s best h{:l7€.r, t{)a"

leri to l.rer r"ole as a pupp,v raiser. This

nray not sound all that dift-erent liom

simply being a pct owner, but trecause

these puppies are destinecl to be canine

companions, the l4-month prograln is

highly .str uctr,rrcd.

"Pupl-r,v raisers set puppies at eight

rr,'ecl<s old," IJaumann sa1s. "Fron-r the

trcginrling, $'e tcach thern all of the

basic cortmiruds. \\t take them into

pr,rtrlic places - cvell ollto airyllanes - as

Puppics irt tririning. \\'b integrate them

into nrovic theaters ancl rcstiturants."

Barinann laughs. "l rt.sed to think that

the stir I causetl n'hen I wellt to thosc

placcs rr.as because of ure, but rvhen I

stoppccl raising thc clogs, I realizccl that

it rvas all aborrt the pupprics!"
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creating additional revenues and partner-

ships.
"Our mission is to maintain onr

Circle of l,ove," Baumann eagerly explains.
"There is no beginning or end to a circle.
You can add to the circle or take a different
place in the circlc, and it still maintains its
integrity,."

'fhanks to Bauurann's hard rvork antl
her abiliq'to inspire, Canine Companions
fbr Indepcndence has a honre in Ccntral
ljlorida.

One of Baumar.rn's urrique visions
brought about the creation of the annual
'lhles and Thils tlenefit almost 12 years
ago. Each Iear, thc atterrdance has grown
exponentially, resulting in irrcreased
linancial bencfits.

'l'his year, the guest host nill bc |ack
Hauna, rc"norvncd director emeritus of
the Colunrbus Zoo in Columbus, Ohio.
Hanna has a special alfiniry for Orlando
as he rvorked at the Central Florida Zoo in
the 1970s. His frequent television appear-
ances have nrade hint instantly identifi-
able, and his most recent television series,
Jack Hanna"s lrtto the M/4 received an
Emmy Award for Outstanding Children,s
Series in 20011. Hanna's charisrnatic pres-
ence and offbeat hun.ror tvill enliven the
dinner and an cvening filled rvith silcnt
auctions, raliles and other events.
- Susan Crass

Lttg onto cci.org/talesandtaikgala for
infarmation about Tales and Thils on
November 8.


