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Canine Companions volunteer to showcase program at LWMC

Published: Wednesday, September 24, 2008 at 4:01 a.m.

Last Modified: Wednesday, September 24, 2008 at 8:15 a.m.

LAKE WALES - Lynn Duke, a volunteer puppy raiser for Canine Companions for Independence (CCI), will be the guest speaker at Lake Wales Medical Center on Oct. 2 at 2 p.m.

Duke and her trainee, Wyatt, will demonstrate how CCI trains service dogs, facility dogs and skilled companions.

Service dogs are trained to perform such tasks as turning on lights, opening doors and retrieving dropped items. They work with people with spinal cord injuries, multiple sclerosis, arthritis, cerebral palsy and other disabilities. Skilled companion canines are bred to be calm, reliable and affectionate, and they reduce reliance on others to perform daily tasks.

CCI-trained dogs are used in health-care centers to aid patients in medical rehabilitation programs and psychiatric programs.

Puppy raisers take care of the CCI dogs until they're about 15 months old and are ready to enter more intensive training. During their time together, the puppy raisers perform basic training with the dogs. After approximately six months of training, CCI dogs are provided free to those who need them.

The CCI program is free, but preregistration is recommended. Call 863-678-2288.

