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September 11, 2008

Canine Companions for Independence

P.O. Box 680388

Orlando, FL 32868-0388

Contact: Patrice Shields 

Tel: 407/ 522-3305 

Fax: 407/522-3347

E-mail: pshields@cci.org
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

CHARLOTTE VOLUTEERS RECEIVE THREE NEW PUPPIES DESTINED TO CHANGE LIVES

Volunteers Help Raise Puppies for Canine Companions for Independence

Sasha, Martine and Sylvette, all Canine Companions for Independence puppies, arrived in Charlotte, NC and will spend the first year of their life being cared for by volunteer puppy raisers.  Janis Jaeger of Charlotte, NC, Leigh Harlan of Salisburg, NC and Julie Gazak of Cornelius, NC , volunteered to raise the puppies for Canine Companions for Independence. They are all adorable puppies, but they are much more. Sasha, Martine and Sylvette were born destined for a higher purpose – to assist a person with a disability in leading a more fulfilling and independent life.

Janice, Leigh and Julie have taken on the unique responsibility of raising the puppies until they are old enough for advanced training at CCI’s Southeast Regional Center in Orlando, FL. The volunteer puppy raisers will give Sasha, Martine and Sylvette a safe home, provide basic puppy training, take them to obedience classes, provide socialization opportunities, feed and care for them and give them lots of love. 

Canine Companions for Independence is the largest non-profit provider of trained assistance dogs with five regional training centers across the country. Established in 1975, CCI provides highly trained assistance dogs to children and adults with disabilities and is recognized worldwide for the excellence of its dogs and quality and longevity of the matches it makes between dogs and people. 

If you are interested in running a story or would like more information about Daniels and Sandy or about Canine Companions for Independence, please contact Patrice Shields at (407) 522-3305 or pshields@cci.org
Canine Companions for Independence is a non-profit organization that enhances the lives of people with disabilities by providing highly trained assistance dogs and ongoing support to ensure quality partnerships. The Southeast Region of Canine Companions for Independence serves the eight states of Florida, Georgia, Alabama, North Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee, Louisiana and Mississippi. 

###

For more information or to schedule an interview, contact Patrice Shields at 407/ 522-3305, pshields@cci.org or visit our website at www.cci.org.
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