Man’s Best Friend
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    Service dogs provide physically challenged individuals with a sense of freedom and independence they may have otherwise been lacking. Most commonly service dogs are used for people with mobility issues and for people who are hearing impaired, visually impaired or for individuals who experience frequent seizures. Highly trained and unfailingly dependable, service dogs are an important addition to many disabled individuals lives.

    At a Disability Expo last year, patient ambassador Michael Sayih and his father Jim met a young girl that would lead them to a life changing experience. The young girl had CP and used a wheelchair for mobility. What stood out most about her was that she had a beautiful dog by her side.  Her mother explained that the dog had come from a free program called Canine Companions for Independence (www.CCI.org) and urged the Sayih’s to look in to a dog to assist Michael.

    After a thorough, multiple phase process, Michael and his father were accepted and invited to attend a two week course in Orlando at the Canine Companions for Independence campus to learn how to handle the well trained service dogs.  The dogs know over 40 commands.  This course is used not only to teach the handler how to work with the dogs, but also to find the perfect fit between man and canine. 

    The dogs are given to facilitators (Michael’s father) to be the responsible party and leader that the dog looks to for safety and security.  Michael is referred to as the recipient.  Michael has always been very fearful of dogs.  “He couldn’t touch a dog without suddenly jumping back,” comments Mr. Sayih.  He now hugs “Roo” and is always at peace with him.  “Roo” has given Michael a special energy.  Thanks to Canine Companions for Independence, Michael now has a furry friend that will forever be by his side. 
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Michael & Jim Sayih with new furry �friend “Roo”.











