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A PENSACOLA FATHER GIVES BACK TO THE ORGANIZATION THAT HELPED HIS SON

Tony Krysinsky Donates Original Art to Support Canine Companions for Independence
PENSACOLA, Florida—Tony Krysinsky has donated a piece of his original art, which he created in his Pensacola studio, to be auctioned off at this year’s Tales and Tails Gala on November 8, 2008, benefiting Canine Companions for Independence.  On November 17, 2007, Tony’s son, Kyle Krysinsky graduated from two weeks of training and received an assistance dog from Canine Companions for Independence (CCI), a nonprofit organization that breeds, trains and places assistance dogs with people with disabilities.   

Kyle was matched with a Skilled Companion dog named Mira, a 2-year-old Golden / Labrador Retriever mix, who responds to up to 50 commands.  Mira assists 16-year-old Kyle, who has Autism, by opening doors, retrieving dropped items and serving as a social bridge to people who are not used to relating with a person with disabilities. 

Tony Krysisnky began making his original art to allow his wife Jean to be home full time to assist their son Kyle.  Tony’s engraved wood paintings are a mixed media of acrylic on wood and reflect the positive, bright energy of the artist.   Tony has found a way to give back to the organization that provided his son with his Skilled Companion dog free of charge by donating his work to the organizations auction event.  You can learn more about this event at cci.org/talesandtailsgala.

Canine Companions for Independence dogs are free to qualified applicants.  Disabilities served include but are not limited to, cerebral palsy, muscular dystrophy, autism and Down’s syndrome. A CCI Skilled Companion can also. Not only does this kind of assistance make their physical lives easier, it boosts confidence and feelings of self-sufficiency.
Canine Companions for Independence is a non-profit organization that enhances the lives of people with disabilities by providing highly trained assistance dogs and ongoing support to ensure quality partnerships. The Southeast Region of Canine Companions for Independence serves the eight states of Florida, Georgia, Alabama, North Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee, Louisiana and Mississippi. 

###

For more information or to schedule an interview, contact Patrice Shields at 407/ 522-3305, pshields@cci.org or visit our website at www.cci.org.
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