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January 14, 2009

Canine Companions for Independence

P.O. Box 680388

Orlando, FL 32868-0388

Contact: Patrice Shields 

Tel: 407/ 522-3305 

Fax: 407/522-3347

E-mail: pshields@cci.org
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

BAGELS WITH BENEFITS

NEW BRUEGGER’S BAKERY & CAFÉ OPENS IN ALTAMONTE SPRINGS

Opening to Benefit Canine Companions for Independence 

. 
ALTAMONTE SPRINGS, FL –JANUARY 18, 2009, Join Canine Companions for Independence at the Grand Opening Celebration of Bruegger’s at 895 E. Altamonte Drive (SR 436) (between Maitland Ave & Ronald Reagan Blvd.) on Sunday January 18, 2009 between 7 am to 3 pm.  The celebration will include an opportunity to learn more about Canine Companions for Independence and the opportunity to win fun prizes including free bagels for a year. 

A portion of the Grand Opening Proceeds will benefit Canine Companions for Independence in Orlando, Florida. Canine Companions for Independence has been changing the lives of people with disabilities United States since 1975.  Through its mission of enhancing the lives of people with disabilities by providing highly trained assistance dogs and ongoing support to ensure quality partnerships, Canine Companions for Independence helps people with disabilities lead their lives with a renewed sense of independence.  All of Canine Companions for Independence’s services, including the specially bred and trained assistance dogs are provided at no cost to the recipient.  Some people wait a lifetime for a miracle…Canine Companions for Independence raises them one at a time.

The new franchise of Bruegger’s Bakery & Café is located at 895 E. Altamonte Drive (SSR 436) and is owned and operated by Kurt Bock, longtime supporter and volunteer of Canine Companions for Independence.  

Canine Companions for Independence is the largest assistance dog organization in the United States.  All of the services that it provides to its clients are offered free of charge including the specially bred assistance dog and all training and follow-up services.  The cost of each assistance dog team costs the organizations upwards of $45,000.  In order to provide this service at no cost, Canine Companions for Independence relies on donations from private individuals, foundations and corporations.
CCI has its own breeding program in Santa Rosa, CA. When the puppies are 8-weeks old, they are placed with volunteer puppy raisers across the country who will teach them up to 30 basic commands. When the puppy is 14-16 months old, the puppy raiser returns the dog to one of CCI’s regional training centers for six months of advanced training, Team Training and finally, a graduation ceremony. 

About Canine Companions for Independence

Canine Companions for Independence is a non-profit organization that enhances the lives of people with disabilities by providing highly trained assistance dogs and ongoing support to ensure quality partnerships. The Southeast Region of Canine Companions for Independence serves the eight states of Florida, Georgia, Alabama, North Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee, Louisiana and Mississippi. 

###

For more information or to schedule an interview, contact Patrice Shields at 407/ 522-3305, pshields@cci.org or visit our website at www.caninecompanions.org.
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