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January 12, 2009

Canine Companions for Independence

P.O. Box 680388

Orlando, FL 32868-0388

Contact: Patrice Shields 

Tel: 407/ 522-3305 

Fax: 407/522-3347

E-mail: pshields@cci.org
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

CANINE COMPANIONS FOR INDEPENDENCE HOSTS THE 2009 ASSISTANCE DOGS INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE IN ORLANDO, FLORIDA

Attendees to Tour the Canine Companions for Independence Campus on January 14, 2009

. 
Orlando, FL –JANUARY 14, 2009, Canine Companions for Independence is hosting the Assistance Dogs International North America annual conference, which includes a tour of Canine Companions for Independence’s Orlando campus on January 14, 2009 at 10:00 a.m.   The tour of the eight-acre campus will include their state of the art kennel which is capable of housing 80 potential assistance dogs during their advanced training, in addition to the Training Building and observation room where potential assistance dogs receive advanced training for six to nine months before being placed with a recipient.  Attendees will also tour Darden Hall, a 14-room dormitory designed with full accessibility to provide a “home away from home” for the students participating in Team Training.  Members of the press are welcome to attend the tour.  For more information on attending, please contact, Patrice Shields at 407-522-3305 or at pshields@cci.org.

Corey Hudson, CEO of Canine Companions for Independence and ADI North America board President & International Board Secretary opens the conference with a welcome speech on January 12, 2009.  The Assistance Dogs International North America conference is an opportunity for Assistance Dog Organizations to discuss topics including: Hearing Dog Partnerships and the Deaf Community as well using Assistance Dogs for Veterans.
Canine Companions for Independence is the largest assistance dog organization in the United states and CCI assistance dogs are provided free of charge, though costs to CCI exceed $45,000 to breed, raise train and provide ongoing support. Since CCI receives no government funding, charitable contributions, grants and corporate support fund the substantial costs involved with this process. 

CCI has its own breeding program in Santa Rosa, CA. When the puppies are 8-weeks old, they are placed with volunteer puppy raisers across the country who will teach them up to 30 basic commands. When the puppy is 14-16 months old, the puppy raiser returns the dog to one of CCI’s regional training centers for six months of advanced training, Team Training and finally, a graduation ceremony. 

About Canine Companions for Independence

Canine Companions for Independence is a non-profit organization that enhances the lives of people with disabilities by providing highly trained assistance dogs and ongoing support to ensure quality partnerships. The Southeast Region of Canine Companions for Independence serves the eight states of Florida, Georgia, Alabama, North Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee, Louisiana and Mississippi. 

###

For more information or to schedule an interview, contact Patrice Shields at 407/ 522-3305, pshields@cci.org or visit our website at www.caninecompanions.org.
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